Toward a Full Worldview

Story

Praxis Questions

Liturgy/
Symbol

Questions: How you answer the basic questions of life. Who is God? Who is man? Where did we come
from? Where are we going? What happens when we die? What is death anyway? Why do we die?
Where does evil come from? What is nature, and where did it come from? What is the chief end of
man?

Praxis: What you actually do. Whether you wash your car, and how often. Whether you cheat on your
spouse, or your taxes. What toothpaste you use. What you wear. How you spend your money. How
you talk, and to whom.

Story: What story you think you’re living in. This is not about answering questions like “Where did all
this come from?” —that’s the Questions part of the worldview. This is about where your loyalties lie.
Who are your people? With whom do you identify; for whom do you cheer? Who belongs to you,
whether you want them or not?

Liturgy/Symbol: How you continually enact your allegiance to your people and reinforce your position in
the particular story you believe you’re living in. What do you actually do in worship? What regular acts
of respect and devotion do you perform? What constitutes blasphemy?

Illustration lightly modified from N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 124. The explanations owe something to Wright, and
something else again to Doug Wilson.



